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U S. to Aid 2 Cambodian Gmups

$3 Million for Nonlethal Purposes Planned Under New Law

By Lena H. Sun

Washington Past Foreign Service

% The Reagan administration has
decided to give the noncommunist
Cambodian resistance $3.5 million
in nonlethal aid to be administered
through Thailand, administration
sources said yesterday.

The aid, they said, would be for
short-term support of the two main
noncommunist groups fighting the
Vietnamese occupation of Cambo-
dia. The aid would include medi-
cine, shortwave radios and batteries
as well as paramedical and civilian
training, State Department sources
said.

LY

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/12/02 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000706560002-9

Although the guerrillas report-
edly have received funding chan-
1 I ough Thailand,

t S
direct and open aid to the noncom-

munist groups. The sources said it
is intended to demonstrate support
for the noncommunists, who are
allied with the communist Khmer
Rouge in a loose coalition against
the Vietnamese occupying Camho-
dia.

Congress passed legislation in
December giving the administration
the discretion to provide between
$1.5 miition and $5 million in aid.
But shortly after the legislation

passed, a quarrel within the lead-
crship of the larger group, the
Khier People’s National Liberation
IFront, broke into the open. A dis-
sident faction formed its own organ-
ization to challenge the leadership
of front leader Son Sann.

This disarray caused noncommu-
nist countries in the region to ques-
tion the ability of the noncommunist
gucrrillas to make effective use of
U.S. aid at a time when the Khmer
Rouge appear to be gaining
strength inside Cambodia. Thai of-
ficials were reported to be so dis-
pleased with the latest squabbling
that they threatened to stop aiding

Son Sann’s front, Asian diplomats
said.

But that squabbling did not figure
into the administration’s limited
allotment of aid, the sources said.

“Things are going to be resolved” in
the front, said one State Depart-
ment official. “The folks who are in
charge of the mxhtary side of things
are still in charge.”

The administration initially had
set aside only $1.5 million for the
guerrillas, but after other admin-
istration officials pointed out that
the amount would not be in keeping
with the administration’s public
posture on aiding the noncommu-
nist rebels, the amount was in-
creased to $3.5 million, sources
said.

Officials said the nature of the aid
had changed from an emphasis on
training tor the long term to one on
the resistance’s more immediate
needs.



